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hen I asked John Sherman (AKA, the Verm), early Hueco local and V-scale namesake, about the history of women

bouldering in the Tanks, he told me I could “write a longer piece on woman quarterbacks in the NFL than about women

climbing in Hueco in the 1980s.” In the 90s, however, some women began to show up on the scene, women like Bobbie
Bensman, Annie Overland, Steph Davis, and Bronson MacDonald. Bronson first came to Hueco in 1992. In true dirt-bag style she

converted her 1991 Honda Civic hatchback into a living space suitable for a five-foot-two-inch gitl and hit the road. She was one of

the first women of Hueco; since then many more have followed. After my first visit to Hueco I was intrigued by the strong, driven
women who have made Hucco a lifestyle, so I interviewed five of them: Claire Bell, Ana Burgos, Jody Hanson, Heather Johnson, and
Patti Newell. Unanimously, they cited the unmatched quantity (over 1,700 problems packed into 282 acres) and quality of climbing
there as the main attractions, but there’s more to it than that. These five have spent a combined 23 seasons hardening themselves on
the rocks of Hueco Tanks State Historic Site and have also started families, earned degrees, traveled the world, and wotked a bit

along the way. The future women of Hueco will measure themselves against the standatds these five have — and continue to — set.

CLAIRE BITING DOWN ON T!

‘ @ ¢ is a perfect bouldering experience,” says

Claire about Hueco. Claire is one of the first

women to climb V11/12, and her sends of

Full Service (V10) and The Flying Marcel (V10) are the
first and, to date, only female ascents. Since her three
remarkable seasons in Hueco, Claire has become a wife
to Tim Bell and mother to Wiley — she now boulders
mainly in the Southeast.

Why do you love Hueco so much?

My first trip there matked my transition from primarily
doing comps to realizing how fantastic climbing on rock
is. In Hueco, there are always people to share amazing
climbing days with.
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What keeps you coming back?

The boulder problems I have not yet done.

What is the most difficult problem you have climbed
in Hueco?

I climbed Chbalanke (V11/12) a month before Power of
Silence (V]O) Still, Power of Silence is the most
challenging climb I've done in Hueco so far,

What is your favorite problem?

Right Martini (V12), I haven’t done it, but I've tried to.
Other than climbing, what else is important in your
life and how do you find balance?

It is important that I love what I do in my life. Children
need to sce their parents living a full, rich, happy life.
Teamwork is the balance. Tim is a great dad, loves
climbing as much as I do, and does everything he can to
help make climbing a huge part of our lifestyle. But,

BEAUTIFUL, AND SHARP, PROBLEM KNOWN AS SARAH (V11/12). PHOTO: COREY DWAN

when a child becomes part of the equation, you have to

have more than just a climbing partner. You really have -

to work together as parents and make some sacrifices to
accomplish your goals.

I have learned that when you factor in a kid, a
marsiage, climbing, yoga, and everything else, things run
much more smoothly if you eliminate expectations.

Do you intend to bring your family to Hueco? =
Absolutely. We would love to camp host in the park
again, ideally, for a full season in a nice RV. Tim and I
are both guides. We were the camp hosts from January
through March of 2004. We bought a Pop-up trailer
from a little dealer in El Paso and moved in within the
week. We really enjoyed the experience of living in the
patk and working with the patk staff. It was good for
climbers and for the administration.
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or Heather, two short weeks was all it took to get Why do you love Hueco so much?
her back to Hueco for six seasons in a row. On Th

classic problems are one thing. Also the different b

: the last day of her first trip, she and boyfriend trpically must find other beta than what’s standard. In Hueco
Glenn (now husband) celebrated victories on Local foor or an intermediate. Also the people are wonderful. I've s
Flakes (V2) and Mushroom Roof (V8), respectively, camping at the HRR.
over beers with new friends. “After that I fell in love What keeps you coming back?
with bouldeting and Hueco.” Hueco will never stop challenging me mentally and physi

boulder problem to test you in Hueco.
What is the most difficult problem you have climbed in Hueco?
¢ wise, Eckstein (V10), but I spent 3 seasons on R

thar one felt like it was my hardest.
Other than climbing, what else is important in your life and how do you find balance?
, Pil l

imately my husband and I would like to h

ates, running, traveling, spending time v and, Glenn, and Sugar, our

‘e our own business when we finally

to settle down. We have not figured out exactly what that will be, but we have a lot

tme on the road to research our interests. Even when we accomplish our future
'e will still make time for climbing and travel.

¢ all of this happen by working summers in Estes Park, saving money, and being

SEA HIEINMTS NeEHn

We work from four to six months. This is when I spend time training for climbing.

¥d

he work season is over we start traveling to climb. We try to go somewhere before and

1 3N

Hueco season. Last year we went to Europe in the spring and Rocktown, Georgia, in

c

. This spring went to the Rocklands, in South Africa. A lot of people wonder how so

ling is possible. If you don’t have the typical expenses most Americans have, like a
gage, car payments, etc., it is not too bad. Also, when I'm in Hueco, I work at the HRR

ous jobs. Now I mostly guide.
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irding brought Patti Newell to

Texas for the first time in 2001.

At that point, she was “ready to
quit climbing altogether and become a full-
time birdwatcher.” Instead, Hueco drew her
in. “We were passing by and I had always
heard about it, so we decided to stop for a
week.” The week, howevert, lengthened.

“T kept saying we’d stay for one more weck.
That one week turned into six. I was

addicted to bouldering in Hueco from then
on.” That addiction has brought Patti back

for seven seasons.

Why do you love Hueco so much?

I have since my first trip. After that, I
wondered what would be possible if T had
the whole winter to spend there, like Claire
[Bell] and Ana [Burgos]. The following year,
my boyfriend and I became camp hosts for
six months. We made a complete inventory of
all the graffiti on North Mountain, which
they use for prioritizing graffiti removal.
What keeps you coming back?

Initially it was because I was obsessed with
climbing the Mushroom Roof. T always said I
could quit climbing when I did that problem.
But when T did it T realized that anything is
possible, however out of reach it might seem
- now my new Mushroom Roof is Nagual
(V13/14). Hueco is full of dreams,
aspirations and good memories. When I'm
there, it feels like I'm home. Tt feels like T
belong to something, and that everyone
understands why I’'m such a weirdo — becausé
everyone else in Hueco is just as obsessed
about climbing as I am.

What is the most difficult problem you
have climbed in Hueco?

T did my most difficult grades this yeat, a
handful of V9s. For me the most difficult
was Dirty Martini (V9).

Other than climbing, what else is
important in your life and how do you
find balance?

My boyfriend, my family and the birds are
important. My boyfriend is not a climber, but
he is accepting that I am crazy about it. It is
hard being away from my family but we get
together a few times a year. My parents are
my biggest supporters in everything I do.
And the birds, T love working with them.

I am doing my masters degree with Pileated
Woodpeckers. They ate the big forest bird
that makes monkey calls. The thing is,
boulder problems are always on my mind.

I daydream about them all of the time untl I

can get back to Hueco. #i¢
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